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4. 

 

Abide by the speed limits. Speed limits are there for a reason. They're not there to make driving 

less fun; they're there to make the road a safer place for all. Make sure that at most, you're only 

traveling 5 mph (8 km/h) faster than the speed limit. At least in America, police officers will 

rarely write a ticket for speeding if you're only traveling 5 mph (8 km/h) above the speed limit.[6] 

 

5.  
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Be extremely careful in abnormal driving conditions. When the weather acts up, tone it 

down a notch and drive even more defensively than normal. When it rains, for example, 

the water interacts with the oil on driving surfaces, making it very slick and slippery. In 

these conditions, it's hard for your tires to get good traction.[7] In heavy rain, when small 

pools of water have accumulated on asphalt, you're especially at risk of hydroplaning.  

 Winter creates more difficult driving situations; with colder temperatures aswell as icy 

and snowy surfaces. Learn how to drive your car during the winter. 

 

6. 

 

Be courteous on the road. Being courteous simply means acknowledging that there are other 

people using the road, each with his or her own agenda, and many of whom don't want to be stuck 

in their car. Make their life on the road a little easier if it's easy for you; the thought is that they'll 

pay it forward at some point, and you may be the beneficiary of their largesse.  

 Use your horn to alert other drivers, not to chide them. The horn is a powerful device. 

Use your horn when someone merges into your lane without seeing you, or when a 

light has turned green but they're still sitting idle. Don't use your horn because you're 

stuck in a traffic jam to express your frustration. 

 Use a wave to thank someone. When someone let's you into their lane, wave your hand 

to thank them. It doesn't take much effort, and it's a nice acknowledgement of "thanks" 

for keeping you in mind. 

 Don't disobey the rules of the road just in order to be courteous. This is important. If 

you stop at a four-way stop and you get there first, you're the one who gets to go first. 

Don't stop and let the person who got there after you go. It holds up efficiency and 

often creates confusion. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car#_note-7
https://www.wikihow.com/Stop-Hydroplaning
https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car-in-Winter-Weather
https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car#/Image:Drive-a-Car-Step-22-Version-2.jpg
https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car#/Image:Drive-a-Car-Step-22-Version-2.jpg
https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car#/Image:Drive-a-Car-Step-22-Version-2.jpg
https://www.wikihow.com/Drive-a-Car#/Image:Drive-a-Car-Step-22-Version-2.jpg


7. 

 

Have fun. Driving can be dangerous, and there sure are a lot of rules that you need to remember, 

but it's important to have fun while you're behind the wheel. Even while staying responsible, 

driving can be incredibly exhilarating. Just remember that the road doesn't belong to you alone 

and you should be fine.  

 

Part 4 of 4: 

Mastering Advanced Driving Techniques 

1.  
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Learn how to parallel park. Parallel parking is when you have to back your car into a 

tight parking spot, usually a very complex maneuver. There are a couple tried and true 

tricks to parallel parking, which you can learn here. A very important part of urban driving.  

2.  

Learn how to merge in heavy traffic. Merging onto a highway can be a difficult thing to 

do, especially if the traffic is denser than expected. The important thing to do here is to 

accelerate enough and judge whether you're going fast enough to fit safely between two 

cars.  

3.  

 

Use a roundabout. They may not be popular in America, but if you've ever driven outside 

the U.S., you'll know that they can be quite tricky. Often used instead of stop signs, 

roundabouts are efficient but need to be understood before conquered.  

 

https://www.wikihow.com/Parallel-Park
https://www.wikihow.com/Merge-with-Heavy-Traffic
https://www.wikihow.com/Navigate-a-Roundabout


4.  

 

Learn how to drive uphill. Driving uphill can be a challenge, particularly if you're driving a 

manual car. Master the art of downshifting when going up a steep hill.  

5.  

 

Save gas. With the rising cost of fuel, driving smart means more than just avoiding accidents. 

Those drivers who can save fuel while they drive ultimately have more money to spend on car 

accessories.  
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