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5. 

 

Get a feel for the gear stick (also called shift lever, gear lever, shifter or simply, "the stick"). 

The gear stick is usually positioned in between the two front seats of a car, and it controls the 

gearbox (park, neutral, drive, reverse). Sometimes in certain vehicles, the shift lever is on the 

right-side of the steering wheel.  

 If your gear stick is engaged in Park and you turn your ignition on, the car won't move 

forward no matter how hard you press down on the accelerator. 

 If your gear stick is in Neutral, your car's natural momentum will continue to move it 

forward. 

 If your gear stick is in Reverse, your car will move backwards instead of forward when 

you take your foot off the brake. 

 If your gear stick is in Drive, your car will move forwards when you take your foot off 

the brake. 
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6. 

 

 

Understand the basic dashboard controls/symbols. These gauges display to the driver how 

much fuel the engine has left, how fast the car is going, how hot the engine is, and how many 

RPM (revolutions per minute) the engine is clocking.  

 The speedometer is probably the most important dashboard display in the car. It tells 

you how fast your car is traveling, in either miles per hour (mph) or kilometers per 

hour (kph). 

 The RPM gauge tells you how hard your engine is working. Most RPM gauges will 

have red areas starting at 6,000 or 7,000 RPM. When the dial in the gauge, travels into 

the red, learn to ease off the acceleration. 

 The fuel gauge tells you how much fuel your car has left. It usually has a dial, like the 

hand of a clock that travels between "F" and "E," with "E" signaling "empty" and "F" 

signaling "full." Some more modern cars have digital fuel gauges; where electronic 

bars are displayed like the battery symbol on a mobile phone, and gradually decrease 

in quantity depending on how much fuel is in the car. 

 The temperature gauge in the car tells you whether your car's engine is overheating. It 

usually has a dial that travels between "H" and "C," signaling "hot" and "cold." Your 

dial should normally be in the center of the gauge. 
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Part 2 of 4: 

Getting the Basics Down 

1.  

Put on your seatbelt. In most places in the world, driving without wearing a seatbelt is 

illegal.[3] Seatbelts greatly reduce the possibility of serious injury or death if you happen to 

be involved in an accident.  

 

2.  

 

Always start your car with your foot on the brake. When you turn it on, the car will move 

forward by itself if your foot isn't on the brake. With your foot on the brake in starting position, 

you're ready to start driving!  
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