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Seed Inspection 
Inspection of seeds cleared for certification should be finally carried out to evaluate whether the 
standard  for quality are retained in the seed lot harvested for certification. The inspection includes: 

 

(a)Seed sampling. 

 Sampling of each seed lot to be certified should be done by Seed ification Inspectors (SCI) as per ISTA 
rule. The bags for sampling should be stored or piled in such a way that each bag should be available to 
the SCI for drawing representative samples wasily and properly. The SCI should check to make sure that 
the moisture content of the seed lot is not higher than the maximum standard recommended and that 
the lot is acceptably uniform. 

 

(b) Time of sampling.  

Sampling of seed lots should be done at least two times. The first sample should be drawn before the 
seed is cleaned and processed to obtain a preliminary result for seed purity, viability and/or germination 
and seed health. The second sampling should be done after cleaning the seed lot. A complete seed 
analysis (purity, moisture, germination, health, etc.) should be done to ensure that the seed lot has met 
all the requisite Seed Certification standards. 

 

(c) Tagging and sealing.  

Tagging and sealing should be done under the supervision of the SCA. Tags and seals should conform to 
general seed certification requirements. 

 



(d) Control plot testing. The SCA should arrange for a post-season grow out test (GOT) from a random 
sample of lots certified during the previous season. This should be done in cooperation with the STL. 

 

(e) Revocation of certificate. The SCA without prejudice to any other penalty to which the holder of 
the certificate may be liable to under the Seed Act, may after giving the holder of the certificate an 
opportunity of showing cause, revoke the certificate, if : 

 

(i) the certificate granted by it has been obtained by misrepresentation of any essential fact; or  

(ii) the holder of the certificate has, without reasonable cause, failed to comply with the conditions 
subject to which the certificate has been granted or has contravened any of the provisions of the Seed 
Act, or the rule made there-under. 

 

Labelling, tagging, sealing and granting of certificate will be done on confirmation of adequacy of seed 
standards by the testing laboratory. The SCA would then affix a tag (white for Foundation seed; Azure 
Blue for Certified seed; Opal Green for Truthful label seed) and a label of the producing agency in each 
bag/container and there-after the containers are sealed properly to avoid tampering of any kind. 

The rigorous steps of Seed Certification protocol are designed specially to protect and maintain uniform 
and true varietals qualities and health in the Certified seed for best performance within the agro climate 
for which the variety was evolved by notification. In case a Certified seed lot which do not conform to a 
single recommended standard of seed production, harvest, processing and storage, the consequence 
will be detrimental to the varietal performance for crop production and would devalue the farmers 
confidence on Certification. 

 Stage of Seeds and Validity of Certificate  

Each certification tag should have the SCA warranty that “Certification valid up to 4/8 months from the 
date of issue; provided that the seed is stored under ideal conditions” super-scribed. Any seed lot not 
having the certification tag or seal or the tag is defaced or tampered with or the validity date has expired, 
should not be purchased. 

SCA is guided by the Seed Act to maintain uniformity of the quality parameters prescribed for a 
variety/crop kind. The awareness of the consumer of the benefit of the uniformity of seed quality 
parameters would go a long way in the progress of production programme of Certified seeds. 

Certified seed assures uniform purity standards (physical, genetical and physiological) of the seed lot 
which would maintain high yielding potential of the variety (about 10-15% higher yield), tolerance to 
biotic and abiotic stresses and would respond to ideal crop husbandry. The organizations and registered 



seed growers are required to apply in relevant proforma for the seed production under certification 
programme . 

Foundation and Certified seed production is a continuous process which depends on the cropping 
pattern and the cropping intensity of an area that generate the demand of seed of the kind of crop and 
variety in the market. The market of seed developed on the basis of this demand should be balanced by 
the production of notified seeds only, if not otherwise specified. Overproduction or under production 
may jeopardize the cropping pattern and cropping intensity of the area concerned. Therefore, pre-
planning of the quantum of seeds to be produced at Foundation and Certified levels would not only 
eliminate the risks of creating disturbance in cropping in the area; but also the problems of storage and 
marketing. Maximization of seed yield per unit area by following improved agronomic and plant 
protection practices would eliminate the pressure on land available for seed production. 

 

Revalidation. The SCA can revalidate an unused/unsold lot of certified seed for the next season, if the 
germination percentage, moisture percentage and health are up to the prescribed minimum standard. 
The SCA arranges testing of the quality parameters fixed for certification of the seed and if any one of it 
not found satisfactory, the revalidation certificate is not issued. Revalidation is issued for once only. 

 

Seed Production Organization 

 There are two categories of public sector organizations responsible for seed production and 
certification in India. These are National Seed Corporation (NSC) which is responsible for production and 
marketing of Certified and Foundation seed for the entire country; while State Seed Corporations (SSC) 
which have responsibilities for the respective States. Private sector organizations and registered 
progressive growers can also produce Certified seed. 

 


