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Co-operative farming-  

At present the cultivated area per capita in India is less than one acre which is further being reduced 
with an increase in population. Such small operational units of cultivation are not suitable for the 
application of modern tools of cultivation like irrigation, farm machinery etc. The application of 
principles of cooperation in the cultivation of land is called Cooperative Farming which necessarily 
implies pooling of land and joint cultivation and management. Cooperative farming also ensures a more 
rational and judicious use of other farm equipment pooled by members. Small farmers who are not able 
to secure adequate credit individually can secure it by joining cooperative farms. Cooperative farming 
also enables the pooling of scientific knowledge of members where one or two talented farmers on the 
farm can educate their less progressive co-workers. Moreover, it is easier for the government 
agricultural officers to introduce new techniques and educate the farmers about them if they are 
organized into institutions aimed at a common cause of agricultural production and profitability.  

Kinds of Co-operative Farming: 

 The Co-operative Planning Committee classified co�operative farming into following four types:-  

(i) Co-operative tenant farming: 

                                                           It refers to a system in which a society consisting of a number of 
farmers procures a large tract of land either by purchase or in lease which is divided into smaller 
holdings and then leased to individual members of the society. The society provides facilities of credit, 
seed, fertilizers and implements and undertakes marketing of members’ produce. Every member pays a 
fixed rent for his holding but the produce of his holding is his own and is entirely at his disposal. Though 
the society undertakes to supply credit, seeds, manures and costly inputs but it is optional for the 
members to utilize these facilities.  

(ii) Co-operative collective farming: 

                                                               It implies the type in which members surrender their land irrevocably 
after which it becomes property of society where members loose their ownership. Land, livestock and 
other equipment are joint, work is common and the management is generally through an elected 



council. Under this system of farming, every person gets, apart from his wages, a share in the surplus 
produce of the farm. The collective farm is a large-scale farm and is highly mechanized.  

(iii) Co-operative better farming:  

                                                      It implies the system in which some or all the farmers in a village join 
together for the purpose of improved methods of farming. The members retain ownership of their land 
but agree to follow a plan of cultivation laid down by society. In this type of farming every farmer is 
independent, can put his land to any use he likes and does not lose his title to land. The joint cultivation 
is not mandatory and each member cultivates his own land and takes his profits. 

 

(iv) Co-operative joint farming: 

                                                    It implies pooling of land on the part of small cultivators whose separate 
holdings are not large enough to permit economic cultivation. The plots are pooled into one unit and the 
cultivation is joint, though every farmer retains ownership of his land. Joint cultivation is done on pooled 

land in accordance with the programme decision taken by committee elected. All operations of 
purchase, sale and cultivation are done jointly where each member gets wages for daily labour. The 

produce is disposed of collectively and part of profit is transferred to reserve fund. A critical evaluation 
of Co-operative Farming in India: The co-operative joint farming has been viewed as the first stage to 
ultimate policy of a switchover to collective farming. It failed in making a frontal attack on the existing 
inegalitarian economic structure because it produces virtually no change in the status quo. Traditional 
status of distinction between land owners and landless labourers and share-croppers are maintained 
and, under the cover of respectability provided by the label co-operation may even become deeply 
entrenched. Further, Co-operative farming societies functioning as joint stock companies with paid 

managers help capitalistic agriculture in India. Though theoretically land is pooled, in practice it is not 
treated as joint property. Again, it is hardly possible to carry out reforms with the help of a bureaucracy 
which has no faith in them. To sum up, co-operative farming as practised in India has failed to serve the 
ends for which it was conceived. It is a matter of record that hardly two per cent of the cultivators have 
formed into co-operative farming societies and they cultivate barely 0.4 per cent of the total cultivated 

area.  

 

 

 


