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WHAT IS FLORICULTURE ALL ABOUT?  

Floriculture, or flower farming, is a discipline of horticulture concerned 

with the cultivation of flowering and ornamental plants for gardens and for 

floristry, comprising the floral industry. The development, via plant 

breeding, of new varieties is a major occupation of floriculturists. 

 

Floriculture, also known as flower farming is a branch of horticulture that 

deals with cultivating ornamental and flowering plants. The flowers and 



plants cultivated are meant for sale. These can be used in the cosmetic 

industry, the perfume industry and even the pharmaceutical industry. 

Floriculture not only includes the cultivation of plants but also their 

marketing. Flowers are marketed to local as well as distant markets. Cut 

flowers are also exported long with its products like scents, medicines and 

oils. The commercialization of flower cultivation has been a result of 

changing lifestyle of people. 

Various forms of floriculture plants include bedding plants, foliage plants, 

cut flowers, flowering plants and cut cultivated greens. Flowering plants are 

used indoor and are sold in pots. Foliage plants are also used indoor and 

are sold in pots or hanging baskets. Cut flowers are sold in bouquets and 

bunches. 

OBJECTIVE 

The objective of the scheme is to focus on the promotional and awareness 

aspects by providing incentives to the farmers and motivating them to grow 

traditional as well as non-traditional floral crops and houseplants for 

commercial purpose. 

Nature of assistance will be in the form of providing the growers with 

diseased free planting material, organic/inorganic fertilizers, plant 

protection chemicals, garden tools and implements for a minimum area of 

2000 square meters along with a package of practices for commercial 

production. Each unit will serve as a demonstration for which the 

Department will provide technical guidelines through extension and 

training. Crop selection will be on the basis of existing popularity and 

market demands. A few of the recommended ornamental crops are Orchids, 

Chrysanthemums, Gerberras, Carnations, Liliums, Strelitzia reginae, 

Gladiolus, Asters, Marigolds, Statice, Gomphrenas, Helichyrsums, Zinnias, 

Roses and different kind of house plants etc. 

IMPORTACE OF FLORICULTURE 

Flowers are considered a symbol of love, grace and elegance. We use 

flowers on religious occasions too. Flowers are given as birthday gifts, 



wedding gifts, at funerals and also when one goes to meet a sick person. 

Many Hindu ladies use flowers to style their hair in the form of gajras and 

veni. Apart from beautification and decoration, flowers have industrial 

importance too. Flowers like rose, jasmine give essential oils which are used 

in making perfumes and scents. 

SCOPE IN INDIA 

Floriculture has tremendous potential in India. The different types of 

climatic conditions provide for the possibility of growing almost all the 

major cut flowers. Species of the world, whether of tropical, sub-tropical or 

temperate climate origin. However, flowers in India are produced in open 

field conditions, mostly during the mild winter months without use of any 

advanced technology. As a result, the quality and quantity available for 

marketing are heterogeneous and vary according to the prevailing weather 

conditions. 

India has better opportunities in the development of the floriculture sector 

due to the following reasons: 

• Diverse climatic conditions and locations suited for growing different 
types of flowers 

• Skilled manpower to absorb the technology and implement the same 
at a relatively low cost 

• Soil and water supply at most locations 
• Good radiation/ sunlight leading to healthier plant growth and better 

quality flowers 
• Good period of sunlight even during the heavy rains leading to 

continued plant growth and yield 
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