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Topic- Public environmental awareness,  article 48A and 51A 
environmental awareness. The term means exactly what you expect it to: being 

aware of the natural environment and making choices that benefit--rather than hurt--

the earth. In recent years, environmental awareness has gained increased attention. It is 

fair to say it has become a bit of a trend: from environmentally friendly tiny homes to 

organic food, environmental awareness is a hot topic. However, it is nothing new and it 

ought to be more than just a passing fad because of its importance. Let's dig deeper and 
learn more about environmental awareness. 

Examples 

Homes 

We have already cited a few examples of environmental awareness, but let's look at a few 

more. Environmentally friendly homes and building materials are a great place to start. 

In recent years, advanced nations have become more aware of harmful building 

materials, such as asbestos, lead-based paint, lead pipes, and others. People can 
demonstrate environmental awareness by choosing to use building materials that are 

natural and that do not hurt the environment. Wood, stone, brick, copper, and other 

materials are excellent choices. 

Conserving Energy and Water 

Going along with the home theme, conserving energy is another way to demonstrate 

environmental awareness. One easy way to conserve energy is to turn off lights when not 

in use. Some people even install solar panels and other types of alternative energy 
sources. There is much potential for solar power to become mainstream and efficient in 

the future. 

Going along with energy conservation is water conservation. People should be mindful 

to not waste water by leaving the faucet running while brushing teeth. Water is a 

valuable natural resource that we often take for granted. In many parts of the world, 

clean water is scarce. Being mindful of this is a huge step in demonstrating 

environmental awareness. 



Purchases, Recycling, and Activism 

Some people choose to buy clothing and products that contain natural fibers/materials, 

rather than synthetic ones. Obviously, recycling is another huge part of demonstrating 

environmental awareness. Still, others who are extremely passionate about this issue 
become activists. They might march in protests or organize rallies/events. As we can see, 

environmental awareness takes many forms, and each person must figure out what 

specific practices work for them. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The history of legislative started with Indian Penal Code, 1860. Section 268 
defined what is public nuisance. Abatement of public nuisance is also a 

subject of Section 133 to 144 of I.P.C. These are only prohibitive provisions. 

Sections 269 to 278 of the Indian Penal Code are penal provisions which 
means that a person guilty of violating any of the provisions is liable to 

prosecution and punishment. 

Legislative fight against pollution continued in independent India. Now 
there is a host of legislation in India aimed at protecting the environment 

from pollution and maintaining the ecological balance. The Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 is one major Act for environmental protection. The 
Government of India has launched various programmes and made use of 

audio-visual media to educate the people and arouse their consciousness 

for the protection of environment. 

It claimed: 

(i) It is fundamental human right to live in an unpolluted environment. 

(ii) It is fundamental duty of every individual to maintain purity of 
environment. 

Soon after the Stockholm Conference, many Acts were introduced i.e. 

Wildlife Act, 1972; Water Act, 1974; Air Act, 1981 etc. Within five years of 
Stockholm Declaration, the Constitution of India was amended to include 

Protection and Improvement of Environment as constitutional mandate. 

The protection and improvement of environment is now a fundamental 
duty under Constitution Act of 1976. Govt., of India has set up a National 

Committee on Environmental Planning and Coordination. 

The main attention in the education on environment is as below: 



(i) Over-population and the ways to check its rapid growth. 

(ii) Afforestation as a preventive to soil erosion and water pollution 

(iii) Methods to prevent air pollution, insisting on smokeless cooking 

(iv) Discipline in playing radio and television sets and a ban on use of 

loudspeaker. 

(v) Elementary knowledge of the scientific and philosophical basis of man 

and the environment 

(vi) Rules regarding disposal of household waste; and 

(vii) General principles of sanitation 

Article 48A and 51A (1)(g): 

The Indian Government enacted the 42nd Amendment of the Constitution 
bringing in an amendment in these articles to protect the environment. The 

amendment brought in the Article 48A and Article 51A (1) (g) in the 

Constitution of India concentrating on protection of the environment. 

 Article 48A in The Constitution Of India 1949 

48A. Protection and improvement of environment and safeguarding of 

forests and wild life The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the 

environment and to safeguard the forests and wild life of the country 

Article 48A was associate addition to the Directive Principles of State 
Policy. It states that “the State shall endeavour to protect and improve the 

environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country”. The 

Article explains that it is the duty of the state to protect the natural 
environment and improve the environment by various methods of 

preservation in order to reduce the pollution already caused. It also 

mentions that it is the duty of the state to safeguard the forest and the 

wildlife surrounding the country. 

Article 51A(g) in The Constitution Of India 1949 

51A(g) to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, 

lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures; 

Article 51A (1) (g) was a responsibility given to the citizens of India as an 
addition to the Fundamental Duties. It states, “To protect and improve the 



natural environment including forest, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have 

compassion for living creatures”. The Article is similar to Article 48A but 
the only difference is the duty given is to the citizens of India as a 

Fundamental Duty.(Ojwang 1993)In L.K Kollwal V State of Rajasthan, a 

straightforward writ petition by voters of Jaipur compelled the municipal 
authorities to produce adequate sanitation. The court observes that once 

each national owes a constitutional duty to safeguard the surroundings 

(Art.51A), the national should be conjointly entitled to enlist the court‟s aid 
in imposing that duty against recalcitrant State agencies. The Court gave 

the administration six month to wash up the complete town, and laid-off 

the plea of lack of funds and employees.(Harrison 2005) 
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