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Problem: When Turning, Car Makes Grinding/Squealing Noises 

If you’re turning a corner and your car lets out a loud screech, scaring the hell out 

of you, then you need to consider having a look at your power steering system. 

These loud noises may suggest a slipping drive belt, meaning it may need to be 

adjusted or even replaced. As long as these noises are occurring without a leak, you 

may be able to dismiss the idea of a power steering leak being the cause. 

What Should You Do? You need to examine the belt for any visible injuries, such as 

cracks or missing pieces. If the problem is due to wear and tear, you will need to 

replace it. However, if it is due to it being loose and slipping, then you need to adjust 

it immediately, to avoid it collecting any damage that may lead to replacement.  

Problem: Power Steering Assist Isn’t Working 

Have you ever had to summon hulk strength in order to get your steering wheel to 

turn? If so, then there’s a chance that it’s due to loss of power in the hydraulic assist. 

Now, a few things can cause this loss of power, two examples being low power 

steering fluid or a shortage of power steering fluid pressure. 

What Should You Do? Time to get your inspection specs on and have a close look at 

the power steering system! The easy part is to first check the power steering fluid 

reservoir, and ensure that there is enough in there. If you happen to find low levels 

of fluid opposed to the right amount that is usually situated in there, then you can 

safely assume you have a leak. You may think that all you need to do is top up the 

fluid and voila, you’re done! Unfortunately, you’ve only set up a temporary solution, 

what you need to do is find the root of the leak.  

If the fluid levels are actually fine, then you can consider the power loss of the 

hydraulic assist to maybe be caused by a lack of hydraulic fluid pressure. A lack of 



pressure in the system could be due to a leak, but otherwise may be more of a 

technical problem within the pump, such as the pressure plates within the pump 

wearing out.  

Problem: Electric Steering Is Stiff & Unresponsive 

When looking at power steering problems, you may usually think of the cause being 

a lack of power steering fluid however, this problem is sometimes not directly 

related to that.  

Occasionally it could be, as the unit could be part-hydraulic & part-electric, like the 

Mini Cooper steering pump. But in this scenario imagine you’ve ruled out the option 

of it being a hydraulic related problem. Thus, the issue is connected to the electric 

power steering (EPS), so if this occurs then it’s due to the electric assist appliance 

not responding. 

What Should You Do? Finding the source of the electrical problem with the power 

steering can be difficult if you don’t have a code reader or a device that scans for 

the issue. Follow a routine to get to the bottom of the problem, by first searching 

for a fault with the connections and wires in your fuse box, and then moving on to 

check your battery’s voltage.  

If everything seems fine, then try this classic trick; turn your car off and on again! 

This might seem silly when dealing with the complex electrical systems of a car, but 

it should reset all the electrical parts and your EPS could be up and running again. 

However, if it works, you should only think of it as a temporary solution and have a 

think about getting your EPS system thoroughly investigated, to ensure everything 

is in working order. 

Attempting to drive with the problem can lead to accident and injury. 

There are numerous reasons why your steering may be inhibited. Today, we look at 

five common causes of steering problems, and we discuss how you can fix the issue. 

1. Low Power Steering Level – Just like the rest of your car’s fluids, your power 

steering fluid needs to be at the appropriate level for your car to run optimally. If 



you notice that it’s difficult to steer your car, the first thing you should check is your 

power steering level. 

2. Power Steering Leak – This problem goes hand in hand with the above issue, as 

the biggest culprit of low power steering levels is a leak. Unlike oil, power steering 

levels aren’t always the same color. Power steering fluid typically comes in one of 

three colors, clear, red or pink, so if you notice a puddle of those shades underneath 

your car, check your power steering fluid levels. 

3. Damaged Steering Rack Mount – If your steering wheel starts to feel 

uncontrollable, you might have an issue with your steering rack mount. Steering 

rack mounts are something you can fix on your own if you know what you’re doing, 

but they are best serviced by a certified mechanic. If you’re unsure, err on the safe 

side and bring you car into the shop. 

4. Damaged Power Steering Belt – Your power steering belt drives the power 

steering hydraulic-fluid pump, which is turned by a pulley on the crankshaft. If the 

belt gets slack or wears down, the steering wheel may start to feel heavy or jerky. 

Typically the issue can be fixed by tightening the slack belt, or by replacing it 

altogether. 

5. Bad Strut Bearings – If your wheel begins to wander or stray while you a driving, 

you might have a problem with your strut bearing or tie rods. This could be caused 

by a broken steering rack, so this is another issue your mechanic may inspect if you 

suspect your car’s wheel is damaged.  

 

 

Contaminated Fluid 

Power steering is a hydraulic system, meaning it uses the power of a force pushing 

on a liquid in order to create motion. These types of systems are capable of exerting 

extremely high amounts of force with little energy input, making it an effective way 

to control your car. However, this harmonious system only works properly when the 

hydraulic fluid is clean. Contaminated fluid can wear down fittings, clog the steering 



system, create an increase in friction, and even causes the failure of some 

components, such as your pump. This is why you should change your vehicle’s 

power steering fluid at the manufacturer-recommended interval, which you can find 

in your owner’s manual. 

Improper Fluid Levels 

In order for your power steering system to work properly, it needs a very precise 

amount of fluid running through it. Too much and your valves and seals could 

collapse under the pressure. Not enough and the fluid can’t exert the force needed 

to turn your car. Replacing your fluid on time will help prevent this issue, but any 

leaks can cause a loss of fluid that will ultimately lead to power steering failure. 

Broken Belts 

Power steering is made possible by an engine-powered pump. Because your engine 

is connected to your power steering pump, any stretching, fraying, corrosion or 

breakage can cause the immediate failure of your system. We recommend having 

your power steering belt checked with every maintenance service, and replacing it 

if it shows any signs of wear, aging, or damage. 

Damaged Steering Pump 

Your power steering pump is the main component in your system. They are used 

every time you drive your car. While pumps are quite durable, they can and will 

eventually wear out. Too much strain on a pump can cause them to fail prematurely 

(i.e. strain from being pushed to operational limits like turning your steering wheel 

all the way to the right or left). If you begin noticing a lot of noise when you turn the 

wheel, your pump may be on the verge of failure. 

Too Much Force 

Power steering can withstand some less-than-ideal road conditions, including 

potholes, unexpected bumps, or hard jolts against your wheels. However, it’s 



important to remember that your system isn’t invincible. Pumps, belts, and other 

steering system components can break if put under too much stress too quickly. This 

is why we strongly recommend avoiding particularly rough roads, unless you have a 

vehicle equipped with a steering pump designed to handle such obstacles, such as 

a 4x4 vehicle or all-terrain SUV used for off-road driving. 

Power Steering Maintenance 

Maintaining your power steering system is actually easier than you may think. By 

driving safely and predictably, you’ll prevent a lot of the sudden strain on your 

system and keep it working for many years to come. Just like most components of 

your vehicle, general maintenance can go a long way. 

 Check your hoses and power steering pressures: the power steering fluid in 

your system goes through two different hoses: a high-pressure and a low-

pressure side. Leaks can form on either side, so it’s important to make sure 

that both hoses are not leaking. 

 Keep an eye on your steering fluid: every time you change your oil, check 

your car’s most important fluids, including your coolant, brake fluid, and 

power steering fluid. If your power steering fluid looks like it’s getting dirty 

or low, bring your car in to have your system flushed. this proactive 

maintenance could prevent you from having to prematurely replace your 

pump. 

 

 

Top 6 Causes of Steering Wheel Hard to Turn and Solutions  

The steering system is an important part of the control mechanism of a vehicle. It 

provides control over the direction the driver wants to guide the car. A problem like 

steering wheel hard to turn is dangerous because it can lead to accidents when you 

are driving on a highway or a street filled with cars or people. Just imagine a 

situation when you need to change lanes or take a turn but steering wheel sticks or 
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moves slowly. It could be a deadly situation if you are driving on a treacherous, 

mountainous road. 

Steering Wheel Hard to Turn – What Are the Reasons? 

Irregular maintenance and late servicing coupled with the wearing off of some 

components are the reasons of the stiff steering wheel. It’s important to know about 

them as it will help you to spot the signs early and take the car to servicing before 

they become worse. 

1. Tire Pressure 

Surprisingly, bad air pressure could be a cause for steering wheel hard to turn. 

Improper tire pressure, especially deflated tires, can trigger this problem. All the 

tires of your vehicle should have been inflated according to the manufacturer’s 

recommended PSI. 

Uneven tire pressure could cause this problem.  

Also, the front-end alignment is another important thing. Uneven wear on the front 

tires will make your car pull to a side while driving or taking a turn. Uneven tire tread 

leads to misalignment of the wheels, which can also a reason that triggers hard and 

stiff steering at the time of making turns on the road. 

2. Bad Steering Rack 

The steering rack is connected to the wheel through a series of shafts and U-joints. 

These parts and the rack itself get damaged and worn simply because of everyday 

driving. If you find the stiffed wheel just after starting the car, the problem is 

definitely with the steering rack. The wheel will gradually feel free to move when 

you continue driving. It happens because the rack gets hotter with the running of 

the engine, allowing the lubricant to settle in. you can keep driving with this 

condition but leaving the deteriorated rack as it is will escalate the problem. 

3. Damaged Serpentine Belt 

Damaged serpentine belt is another reason.  



Another common cause of steering wheel hard to turn is a cracked or broken 

serpentine belt. The belt gets worn out over time because it works all the time when 

you drive the car. The wheel starts showing the sign of stiffness when the belt begins 

to erode and becomes loose. Delaying the repair or replacement will cause the belt 

to break, making the steering wheel to go kaput. 

4. Fluid Leakage 

Inadequate level of fluid in the steering system is another top reason. It happens 

when the pressurized hose area develops a leak or gets loose. Fluid leaks through 

that crack, leading to reducing pressure in the system and drying out the pump. As 

a result, the wheel does not get enough supply of fluid to perform freely. 

5. Pump Malfunction 

Along with the fluid, the pump also has a major role in creating the right amount of 

pressure in the power steering system. If the pump gets damaged or stops working 

for any reason, it will be difficult to turn the steering wheel. An impaired pump will 

not stall the wheel completely. You will still be able to move it but it will need much 

more effort, which could be dangerous when you need to take a sharp turn on the 

road. 

6. Thick Fluid 

Like all other types of fluid in a vehicle, the power steering fluid also collects dirt and 

debris over time. It becomes too thick to flow freely and lubricate all the parts of 

the system if you don’t change it within the specified period. It especially causes 

steering wheel hard to turn at low speeds. The only solution is to flush the old fluid 

out of the system and refill it with new, fresh liquid. 

Change the power steering fluid when it becomes too thick.  

Steering Wheel Hard to Turn at Low Speeds 

The problem of steering wheel hard to turn becomes most noticeable when you are 

driving at low speeds because most people lower the car’s speed while making a 
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turn. When this issue occurs, you could be certain that there is a glitch in your power 

steering system. It could be the fluid, pump, or the serpentine belt. All of these 

things work together to reduce the resistance of the wheel at the time of turning. 

When any or all of these things fail to function properly, you will experience a stiff 

steering wheel because of the high-level of resistance. 

The solutions for Steering Wheel Hard to Turn 

Solutions for steering wheel hard to turn  

Here are some solutions to handle with steering wheel hard to turn: 

1. Check air pressure of your car tires 

If you find out that your steering wheel hard to turn at low speeds, the first thing 

you should check will be the air pressure of all your tires. All tires of a car should be 

filled with equal air and stayed at automaker’s recommended PSI (Pound per Square 

Inch) in order to prevent improper air amount in tires that leads to stiff steering. 

2. Check power steering condition and fluid level 

Steering wheel hard to turn at low speeds can happen due to some problems related 

to power steering fluid level and condition. Therefore, if this case occurs, you need 

to check both power steering condition and fluid level. (Note: You can easily found 

the power steering fluid in a cylindrical reservoir which is close to a power-steering 

belt and being labeled clearly. The cylinder may be a plastic cylinder or a metal one). 

Inadequate fluid is the reason makes hard and stiff steering. Thus, you need to keep 

the fluid at accurate full level and the color should be a dark red. If you observe that 

the fluid color is too dark and old, it’s time for you to change the fluid. 

3. Check the pulley on the power steering unit 

When your steering wheel hard to turn, inspecting the pulley on the power steering 

unit is what you should do. Notice that you only check the pulley when the engine 

of your car off to ensure the safety. Normally, proper tension doesn’t exceed one 

inch of play or three quarters. For checking tension, you just press your thumb down 



on the belt. Make sure that the pulley belt condition is good enough with no cracks 

or frayed edges. 

Moreover, you also take a visual check with the car engine running to ensure that 

the pulley belt is running well. If you observe that the belt is slipping, you can face 

stiff and erratic steering. 

4. Check the power steering unit 

Next thing to do is inspecting the power steering unit. As a leak from connecting 

pressure hoses will decrease your pressure and thus leads to hard steering. Hence, 

a visual check for fluid leaks here is what you should do. 

5. Check the front end parts  

Check the front end parts like tie rod ends and ball joints for wear and lubrication. 

Too much wear on ball joints or tie rod ends is too dangerous and can cause steering 

wheel to turn as well. Inspecting these parts to make sure that your car has got 

proper front end alignment. A warning sign would be irregular front tire wear and 

your car will pull to one side when you drive it. You can face stiff steering, 

particularly when you make a turn if all the wheels of your car are not aligned 

precisely. 

Moreover, regular maintenance and scheduled servicing are the best ways to keep 

your car free of this problem. You should check the fluid level at regular intervals. 

Also, make sure to have the power steering system diagnosed every time you send 

the car to a servicing shop for the schedule checkup. 
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