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The wheel feels “jerky”, hard to turn, or “sticks”, there could be a wide variety of 

problems with your steering system. In this article, we’ll take a look at 5 of the most 

common steering issues, and discuss how you can recognize them. Let’s get started. 

1. Low Power Steering Fluid  

Low power steering fluid is one of the most common issues that you’ll have as a 

driver. Your car will need its power steering fluid topped-up every once in a while, 

to ensure that the hydraulic power steering system continues to function smoothly. 

Signs of low power steering fluid include difficulty moving the wheel and steering, 

and a sluggish response when turning. “Whining” or squeaking when turning may 

also be present. Luckily for you, this is a simple DIY fix. 

Simply pick up some power steering fluid from your local auto parts store, locate 

your power steering fluid container using your owner’s manual, and check the fluid 

levels. If they’re low, simply top up the fluid, and you’re good to go! 

 

However, if you continue having steering issues, the problem may be deeper than a 

low fluid level. 

2. Power Steering Fluid Leaks 

If you continually add more power steering fluid to your car, but it doesn’t seem to 

help, you may have a power steering fluid leak. Power steering fluid is not always 

the same color, but is typically either clear, red, or pink.  



Check underneath your car for any leaks. Chances are, if you have a power steering 

leak, the residue will collect beneath the front of your car. If you do find a leak, you 

need to take your car to a mechanic, because the leak could originate from a variety 

of different areas of your vehicle. 

3. Failing Steering Rack Mount 

Most modern cars use a “rack-and-pinion” steering system. Rack mounting bushings 

are attached to the steering wheel, and move side-to-side to absorb impacts from 

the suspension. If the steering rack begins to wear out, you may notice “jerking” of 

the wheel when going over bumps, inconsistent steering, or “clunking” sounds in 

the steering column. Clicking or popping noises may also be present. 

If you notice these issues, get your car inspected by a professional mechanic right 

away. You will likely need to replace the bushings, and have the steering rack mount 

repaired. 

4. Damaged Or Worn-Out Power Steering Belt 

The power steering belt is turned by a pulley on the crankshaft, and it’s what drives 

the fluid pump that controls your hydraulic steering. If this belt is worn-down and 

becomes “slack”, steering may start to feel heavy or jerky,  

Sometimes, the belt can be tightened up by a mechanic, but in most cases it must 

be replaced completely to ensure the proper functionality of your steering system. 

5. Bad Strut Bearings Or Tie Rods  

If your wheel is “wandering” or straying from a straight line while you drive, you 

could have issues with your suspension, such as bad strut bearings or tie rods. Wheel 

“looseness” is also a sign of suspension trouble, as is excessive tire wear, and a 

suspension that tends to sag and squeak when going across bumps and obstacles. 



If you notice these issues, bring your car in for an inspection right away. If your 

suspension fails or breaks, you could be in serious danger in an emergency situation 

– and the longer you ignore the problem, the more dangerous it will get. 

 

 

10 Warning Signs of Steering Problems 

Unlike some mechanical problems, steering problems generally give you plenty of 

warning that something is wrong, and the warning signs persist until the problem is 

fixed or the system fails. 

Ignoring these warnings could result in an accident that may not be covered by your car 

insurance, so if your steering is exhibiting any of the following symptoms, take it to a 

mechanic for inspection and repair: 

 Difficulty in turning the wheel. If you have power steering, as most cars do these 

days, then this could indicate the system has a problem. Firstly, check to see if the 

fluid reservoir is full. If it isn’t, fill it up. If the next time you check, it has gone down 

again, then check under the vehicle for signs of any fluid leakage. Leaks can be in 

the steering pump, hoses or the steering rack itself. 

 Steering wheel vibration. While this is often an indication of wheel alignment 

problems, steering wheel vibration can also indicate a problem with the power 

steering. A build-up of contaminants in the system can cause the steering wheel to 

vibrate or ‘pulsate’ when the wheel is turned fully in one direction or another. A 

power steering flush would normally fix this problem. 

 Steering wheel slips when you attempt to turn it or hold it in a turned position. This 

is another sign that the power steering is failing. Other causes of power steering 

failure apart from leakage include faulty pumps, worn steering rack mounts and 

loose or worn steering belts. 

 Looseness in steering wheel. This is usually caused by worn steering racks and tie 

rods. 
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 Excessive steering wheel vibration when you accelerate or turn a corner. This is 

usually caused by faulty or worn tie rods. If allowed to continue, it will cause the 

whole car to vibrate and eventually lead to loss of steering, so it should be rectified 

as soon as the problem is discovered. 

 Vehicle wanders or pulls to one side. This often indicates a problem with a worn 

steering gear. Premature steering gear wear can be caused by lack of lubrication 

from power steering fluid, so you should also check for any power steering leaks 

when replacing a worn steering gear. 

 Excessive play in the steering wheel can also point to a worn or faulty steering 

gear. If you have to turn the steering wheel more than an inch before the wheels 

begin to turn, then you can be fairly certain there is a problem with the steering 

gear. 

 Grinding noise when turning the steering wheel. This is yet another indication of a 

steering gear problem. 

 Screeching noise when you turn the wheel. This is often caused by a loose or worn 

power steering belt. This is the belt that connects the power steering pump to the 

engine. The screeching noise could also be a symptom of low power steering fluid 

levels, as mentioned before. 

 Foaming or discoloured power steering fluid. This indicates that air or water has 

gotten into the system and the fluid is not lubricating the components properly. 

By having your vehicle regularly serviced and free from general wear and tear (a 

requirement of many car insurance policies) and staying alert for any of the warning 

signs mentioned above, you will have a much better chance of finding and fixing a 

steering problem before it becomes costly and dangerous. 
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